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of the place. The leather slings were well made, the price was 
most "tolky" and exorbitant. This led to remonstrance, upon 
which the saddler wrote a remarkable letter. It is a pity it has 
not been preserved verbatim ; it was, however, to the effect that 
the saddler was happy to serve us well ; but thinking we were 
English gentlemen, he thought we should wish to pay English 
prices ; still, if we wished to pay Norwegian prices, it would be 
so much ; and it was the " so much " which we did pay. 

Christiania has a population of about seventy thousand, and 
owes its modern appearance to the destruction of the old town 
by fire ; in the present day, the suburbs extend widely and all 
round ; to the westward, villas reach almost to Oscar's Hall, 



an object of interest distinctly seen fiom the town itself and from 
the fortress, and situated some four miles distant by land and 
half that distance by water. The Villa, with its high tower, is the 
property of the king, and is rich in the native talent of Tidemand, 
who was the national genre painter of his day. Magnificent 
views of the fjord, bay, and surrounding mountains seem to come 
at all points, high or low, whether from the fortress or from the 
Egeberg, or from the tower of the church in the Market Place, 
or, farther off, from Frogner Sseter and from Skoyomsaas ; for 
this latter a long day should be taken. 

The University, . the Storthing, museums, and Mr. Bennett 
have already been so often described — still just one word. 




Christian sand. 



Every Englishman is received by Mr. Bennett, and at once his 
every wish is carried out. We only called to see him, and get 
some " smaa penge"; for if we had not, no one would have 
believed that we had been to Norway. Before the country was 
well opened, Mr. Bennett must have been of the greatest service; 
to first comers especially. 

During our very short stay we had an excellent opportunity of 
judging of the character of the people, when collected in 
masses and great crowds. There was to be a great procession 
of guilds and all kinds of things up to the New Palace. This 
we attended, and very gratified we were to find how orderly the 
good folk were ; how quiet, and yet what a sense of comfortable 



enjoyment, if that term may be used ; no excitement, but a 
cheerful interest in all that was going on ; no crushing, no rush 
of roughs. If this were the case in the large towns, we con- 
sidered that it omened well for the provinces. Between Chris- 
tiania and Kongsberg, passing Drammen, much timber is seen 
wending its way down to the fjord. An instance of a " timber 
jam" after a shoot is given in one of the illustrations. Some- 
times trees are torn away at flood time. The regular timber 
is duly marked and started, and, at certain periods of the year, 
persons follow the course of the river for the purpose of releasing 
the "jams " and helping the timber on its way down to Dram- 
men, where it is shipped for all parts of the world. 



AMERICAN ARTISTS IN FLORENCE. 




HE United States consul at Florence, Italy, has 
made to the State Department an interesting and 
valuable report on Art-study and American Art- 
students in the capital of Tuscany. He reca- 
pitulates the advantages of Florence as a place 
of residence for artists, but advises his country- 
men not to go there until they have laid, in their 
own country, a solid foundation of instruction, and established 
their artistic constitutions on the basis of their own nationality, 
so as not to become mere copyists of foreign styles and sub- 
jects. He adds : " If our artists will thoroughly imbue themselves 
with American feelings and associations, with the living ideas 
and aims of their own country before coming abroad, they will 
be both better prepared to appreciate all that Italy offers them, 



and have a stronger hold on their countrymen in the competition 
which their presence necessarily invites from the artists of all na- 
tions. It depends on themselves to rise to the level of their oppor- 
tunity as conscientious and well-trained artists, inspired by a pas- 
sion for their profession, or to sink to the mere commercial phase 
struggling for pecuniary success, reckless of the quality of their 
work, and of plagiarisms, and other makeshifts for getting on 
rapidly." The trials of young singers who are obliged to face the 
pitiless criticism and malignant intrigues of the public theatres in 
Florence are graphically portrayed. " Several sad cases of ship- 
wrecked fortunes having come to my own personal knowledge, it is 
my opinion that none not possessing beyond question remarkable ta- 
lents and voices, with sound health and sufficient means to render 
them independent of the result, should make this venture in Italy." 



